Marshall University

Marshall Digital Scholar
The Parthenon

University Archives

9-18-2013

The Parthenon, September 18, 2013
Bishop Nash
Parthenon@marshall.edu

Follow this and additional works at: http://mds.marshall.edu/parthenon
Recommended Citation
Nash, Bishop, "The Parthenon, September 18, 2013" (2013). The Parthenon. Paper 250.
http://mds.marshall.edu/parthenon/250

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at Marshall Digital Scholar. It has been accepted for inclusion in
The Parthenon by an authorized administrator of Marshall Digital Scholar. For more information, please contact zhangj@marshall.edu.

INSIDE: NEWS, 2 | SPORTS, 3 | OPINION, 4 | LIFE!, 6

HIGH 75°

LOW 61°

page designed and edited by BISHOP NASH
nash24@marshall.edu

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2013 | VOL. 117 NO. 12 | MARSHALL UNIVERSITY’S STUDENT NEWSPAPER | marshallparthenon.com

In wake of tragedy, Red Cross seeks donations
By KATY LEWIS

THE PARTHENON
In the wake of the Washington Navy Yard shooting, the
American Red Cross is reaching out to aid victims and their
families. Marshall University
can assist in this effort by donating blood at the American
Red Cross blood drive.
Marshall’s American Red
Cross Club will be hosting the
blood drive Wednesday and
Thursday from 11 a.m. until 5

p.m. at the Memorial Student
Center in the Don Morris Room.
The Washington Navy Yard
shooting occurred Monday
around 8:20 a.m. Thirteen individuals, including the shooter,
were killed and several other
individuals were injured.
The National Capital Region
of the American Red Cross is
supporting a family reunification center with mental health
workers and refreshments
in the Washington D.C. area.

The Red Cross has also provided nearly 90 units of blood
products to the local hospitals,
according to an announcement
released by the American Red
Cross.
The American Red Cross is
a nonprofit organization that
shelters, feeds and provides
emotional support to victims
of disasters. The organization
is responsible for supplying
more than 40 percent of the
blood and blood products used

in America according to its
website.
Kyle Kurtz, president of the
Marshall American Red Cross
Club, explained that there are
several reasons why students
would want to donate blood,
such as for a family member
who has an illness or for a disaster such as the shooting.
Kurtz said that donating
blood helps those individuals
who have suffered from a natural disaster, such as Hurricane

Sandy, or those who have faced
the destruction of the tornadoes in Oklahoma.
Although disasters occur
suddenly and are often unplanned, the American Red
Cross is trying to help prepare
individuals for such events
through the 10th annual National Preparedness Month.
Throughout September, the
American Red Cross has been
urging individuals, families,
businesses and communities to

make a plan and get prepared
for emergencies. The organization is partnering with Circle
K West Coast Division, Disney,
Home Shopping Network and
Lowe’s to encourage individuals to plan ahead for disasters,
build an emergency kit and
stay informed of the types of
disasters that are most likely to
occur in their local area.
Katy Lewis can be contacted at lewis405@live.
marshall.edu.

Self-defense course prepares women with defensive tactics
By MAGGIE SMITH

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University is offering a
self-defense class for females that
encourages them to take proactive
measures to ensure their safety on
and off campus.
The class is part of a nationally recognized program known
as R.A.D., or the Rape Aggression
Defense System. The eight-week
course offers one-hour credit to
students who participate.
Only females are allowed to
take the class. It is designed to help
women educate themselves on defense strategies and tactics so that
they might not become victims of
violence.
The course is divided into two
parts. They spend the first two
weeks in a classroom, learning
about risk recognition, reduction
and avoidance strategies. They
spend the rest of the course time
in the Marshall Recreation Center
practicing defense moves.
The lead instructor of the
class, Sgt. Scott Ballou of the
Marshall University Police Department, said he believes the
first two weeks of the program
are vital because the class discusses every situation a woman

could find herself in and things
to look for.
MUPD officer Bobby Minnix, Angela Howell and two assistants aid
Ballou in the class. Brittany Skidmore, a Marshall graduate with a
criminal justice degree, is one of the
assistants and believes the class is
an important one to take.
“It’s not all about how hard you
can hit someone or your size, it’s
the knowledge part of it,” Skidmore
said.
Overall, both students and
instructors agree that the selfdefense class is a rewarding one.
Kayla Byrd, sophomore elementary education major, is taking the
class this semester.
“I think it’s important for every
girl to have self-defense in case
you’re out and you’re by yourself,”
Byrd said.
Ballou said he encourages all females to take a self-defense class at
some point in order to feel empowered to protect themselves so they
don’t have to rely on someone else.
The class still has openings for
the second eight weeks of the fall
semester.
Maggie Smith can be contacted at smith1769@marshall.
edu.

LEXI BROWNING | THE PARTHENON

Amber Pierson, senior physical education major,
strikes MUPD SGT. Scott Ballou during the physical
portion of the course on Monday, Sept. 15 at the
Marshall Recreation Center.

‘Grand Theft Auto V’ release draws midnight crowds
By COLTON JEFFRIES

THE PARTHENON
Around 11 p.m. Monday, a
crowd of nearly 150 people
started to gather outside the
GameStop in Pullman Square, a
rather unusual sight for those not
in the know. The crowd was there
for one of the most highly anticipated games of the year, “Grand
Theft Auto V.”
The game follows three former
robbers who turn back to a life of
crime to, according to the official
premise of the game, “pursue the
almighty American dollar.” The
game is a sequel to 2008’s “Grand
Theft Auto IV.”
The game has already set numerous records including biggest
budget for a game, $265 million,
which is quite spectacular when
you consider the fact that the
movie “Avatar” had a budget of
$237 million. What is even more
spectacular is that the game has
already earned back its budget
through preorders alone.
The series and the studio that
made the game, Rockstar Games
Inc., have been blamed by many
news organizations for acts of
violence perpetrated by young
people because the series is very
violent and crude, having many
depictions of violence, nudity and
overall destruction in the games.
But many people, including Marshall University students Daniel
Scher and Ty Carlton, think that
the blame should be pointed
somewhere else.

Professor Emeritus featured at New law lowers
book signing in Drinko Library student loan
interest rates
By ALYSSA SIMON

COLTON JEFFRIES | THE PARTHENON

People line around the block for the midnight release of “Grand Theft
Auto V” Monday, Sept. 16 at Gamestop in Huntington’s Pullman Square.
“I don’t think you’re destined to
do bad stuff just because you play
this game,” Scher said. “I’m pretty
sure you already have something
wrong with you if you consider
doing something bad.”
“There are policies in place to
keep kids from freely buying this
games,” Carlton said. “It’s really up
to the parents to decide what their
children can and cannot play.”
GameStop made sure there was
no way someone underage would
walk away with the game without
having an of-age guardian with
them. Customers had to show
their IDs when they finalized the
sale of the game, as well as picking up the game when midnight
rolled around.
GameStop employees made
sure that those who made it to
the store early weren’t bored by
providing pizza as well as refreshments and the store had a raffle

where they gave away things like
T-shirts, gift cards and Grand
Theft Auto related posters hung
up around the store, including a
big vinyl banner that is hung up in
front of the store.
Excitement for the game had
certainly boiled over, and many
people were planning on popping
it in their consoles whenever they
got back home.
“I plan on playing all night,”
Scher said.
But some people had to take
responsibility and do their duties
as students before they perform
their duties as gamers.
“I’ll probably wait until tomorrow when I have more free time,”
Carlton said.
“Grand Theft Auto V” is rated M
for mature and is available now.
Colton Jeffries can be contacted at jeffries17@marshall.
edu.

ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON

Marshall University professor emeritus of political science Simon
Perry signs his book “Thomas Jefferson and Andrew Jackson: By
Their Deeds You Shall Know Them” in the John Deaver Drinko
Library atrium on Tuesday, Sept. 17.
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THE PARTHENON
A new law was signed Aug.
9 stating interest rates for
Federal Direct Loans are now
tied to market rates.
The 2013-2014 interest
rates for Direct Loans that
were first disbursed on or after July 1 are subject to change
from previous years. Undergraduate students that have
a Direct Subsidized Loan or a
Direct Unsubsidized Loan will
have an interest rate of 3.86
percent. Direct Unsubsidized
Loans for graduate/professional students will have an
interest rate of 5.41 percent
and parent and graduate
PLUS loans will have an interest rate of 6.41 percent.
Kathy Bialk, director of
student financial assistance,
said she believes students will
benefit from the new law because it caused interest rates
to decrease from the past.
Some students were not
aware of the change in interest rates, but those who have
the types of loans effected
were pleased to hear about
the change in the law.

See RATES | Page 5
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Navy Yard shooting near US Capitol unlikely to spur new gun laws
By MICHAEL MEMOLI

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU (MCT)
A leading advocate of stricter gun
safety laws argued earlier this month
that momentum had not stalled in
Congress and cited one “inevitable
fact” as proof.
“There will be another mass shooting, and when it happens, members of
Congress will have a lot of explaining
to do,” Mark Glaze, director of Mayors
Against Illegal Guns, said.
That shooting occurred Monday,
claiming 12 lives at a secure facility
about a mile and a half from the Capitol. And yet sponsors of gun legislation
expressed doubt about whether the
Navy Yard shooting would change the

SRC takes over MSC
with resource fair

stubborn political reality that led to the
defeat of a bipartisan proposal in April.
“It is unclear if yesterday’s tragedy
changes the atmosphere sufficiently
to yield a different outcome,” said Sen.
Patrick Toomey, R-Pa., who drafted an
amendment to expand checks with
Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W. Va., that failed
to muster the 60 votes needed to be
adopted.
“The Senate spoke on this issue,”
Toomey said. “And we came up five
votes short.”
Manchin, too, said it would be ridiculous to revive the plan if there’s not
enough support.
The shooter, Aaron Alexis, entered
the Washington Navy Yard with a

shotgun he purchased a day earlier
at a Virginia gun store, along with
two boxes of ammunition. It was not
clear whether the Manchin-Toomey
proposal would have prevented him
from obtaining it, which is a reason
lawmakers expressed skepticism that
the incident would revive legislation
in Congress.
The congressional agenda will be
consumed by spending battles, with
an Oct. 1 deadline to pass a new government funding resolution and a
mid-October deadline to raise the debt
limit.
Even if there were time, the leadership in the Republican-controlled
House has long resisted considering

gun safety bills, and the Senate’s Democratic leaders see no reason to revisit
the issue without the likelihood of
passing legislation.
“We don’t have the votes,” Majority
Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., told reporters. “I’d like to get them, but we don’t
have them now.”
In the months after the ManchinToomey proposal failed, outside
advocates had sensed a change in voter
attitudes surrounding proposed new
gun laws. Some senators who voted
against it saw their poll numbers drop
and faced criticism from constituents
at town-hall meetings.
Throughout the summer, outside
groups hosted events meant to keep

By MASON BEUHRING

THE PARTHENON
Students pay top dollar for their
education at Marshall University, but
not all students know what resources
are available to them in order to get
their money’s worth during their educational career.
Students were given the opportunity Tuesday to attain information on
various resources Marshall and its
departments offer at the Student Resource Fair. The fair took place on the
ground floor of the Memorial Student
Center from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
“The main goal of the resource fair
is for students to receive the help and
resources they need now that we are a
few weeks into the semester,” said Amy
Lorenz, assistant director of academic
initiatives. “Students at the start of the
semester may not have realized they
needed help, and this gives them the
opportunity to talk with folks now that
they realized what their issues are.”
Students were able to walk in the
Student Center and visit each table,
which surrounded the indoor seating
area. Each table belonged to a different
department or program offered to students through Marshall. Students were
able to attain information at each table,

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
However the Syrian crisis turns out,
it holds a lesson for American leaders. They have often been ready to
confront those who violate international norms, such as Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad, but reluctant to join
worldwide agreements that express
those norms. Such treaties would help
deter the would be perpetrators and
would increase the legitimacy of actions taken against them.
American leaders have been suspicious of diplomacy and multilateral
negotiating, but the founders took
a different view. It was Benjamin
Franklin who devised the first treaty
provision restricting the conduct of
future war, and at the behest of the
new Congress, John Adams, John Jay
and Thomas Jefferson helped bring it
into force.
The story starts during the American
Revolution, when Franklin was the rebellious country’s minister to France.
Outraged by British atrocities — the
burning of American towns, encouragement of scalp taking and killings of
prisoners of war — he was determined
to set humane rules for warfare.
Franklin believed that those working for the benefit of society should
be safe from military attack. In 1779,
news came that Captain James Cook’s
Pacific Ocean scientific expedition was
heading home to England, and Franklin ordered American commanders to
let the ships pass. Indeed, he wrote to
the captains that they were to afford
the party, “as common friends to mankind, all the assistance in your power
which they may happen to stand in
need of.” Franklin didn’t know that a
month earlier, Cook had been killed

See SHOOTING | Page 5

FBI a ‘secret domestic
intelligence agency,’
ACLU says
By SARAH SEXTON

ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON

Amy Lorenz, assistant director of academic initiatives, speaks to students at the student resource fair, Tuesday, Sept. 17, inside the
Memorial Student Center.
which gave them an opportunity to understand what resources are available.
The Student Resource Center and its
staff brought the resource fair to the
students in one location for the students’ convenience.
“The purpose is to have one spot
where students can go around and

find a lot of the resources available
on campus to help them succeed academically and socially,” said Michelle
Barbour, SRC career advisor.
If students missed the fair and are
interested in the different resources
available, they can go to the SRC,
which is located on the second floor of

the Student Center. The SRC’s staff will
assist them in finding the information
they need. Students can either schedule appointments or walk-in, and the
next available SRC staff member will
assist them.
Mason Beuhring can be contacted
at beuhring@marshall.edu.

Treaties are as American Court denies NJ effort to
as Benjamin Franklin
legalize sports gambling
By BARRY O’NEILL

the issue at the forefront, like a bus
tour by Mayors Against Illegal Guns
that had nearly 100 events in 25
states. But the successful effort to recall two Colorado state senators who
had supported gun-control measures
was seen as a setback.
The prospect that a mass shooting
so close to the U.S. Capitol would fail
to generate new momentum left some
lawmakers exasperated.
“God forbid we go on with business
as usual today and not understand
what happened yesterday,” said Sen.
Richard Durbin, D-Ill., the Senate Majority Whip.

in Hawaii. After the war, Britain’s
Royal Society awarded Franklin a gold
medal for this remarkable action.
Britain and America began peace
negotiations in 1782, and Franklin
saw his chance to put his principle
— immunity in wartime for those
contributing to human welfare — into
an international treaty. With the approval of fellow peace commissioners
Adams, Jay and Henry Laurens, he
proposed a provision stating that if
Britain and America went to war in the
future, they would not harm “women
and children, scholars of every faculty, cultivators of the earth, artisans,
manufacturers and fishermen ... and
in general all others whose occupations are for the common subsistence
and benefit of mankind.” Their navies
and privateers would not molest ships
carrying the necessities of life.
Britain rejected the article, and
the 1783 Treaty of Paris was signed
without it. Congress, meanwhile, approved it and included it in a draft for
commercial treaties that Franklin, Jefferson and Adams were to negotiate
with each European nation.
In July 1785, just days before he left
Paris and sailed home to Philadelphia
for the last time, Franklin signed the
Treaty of Amity and Commerce with
Prussia. It was the first agreement to
include his provision.
The Prussian-American treaty
also required humane treatment for
prisoners of war. This had been the
subject of agreements since the 16th
century, but Franklin’s idea of protecting those laboring for humanity was
different — it limited the conduct of
warfare.

See TREATIES | Page 5

By HAROLD BRUBAKER
and BARBARA BOYER

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER (MCT)
A federal appeals court in Philadelphia on Tuesday rebuffed New
Jersey’s bid to boost the sagging
fortunes of Atlantic City casinos by
bringing sports gambling to the state.
A panel of judges for the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Third Circuit upheld a lower-court ruling that a 1992
federal law barring sports betting in
all but four states, including Nevada,
is constitutional.
New Jersey officials vowed not to
give up.
“We will continue to fight this injustice by either appealing to the U.S.
Supreme Court or to the entire Court
of Appeals,” said Democratic state
Sen. Raymond Lesniak, a leading proponent in the legislature for sports
betting.
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie’s office said he would pursue an appeal of
the 2-1 decision.
“Gov. Christie has said all along this
issue will likely be decided by the U.S.
Supreme Court, and that’s what he believes should happen next,” said Colin
Reed, his deputy communications
director.
“There’s no reason sports betting
should be limited to only a handful of
states,” Reed said. “It’s a fundamental
issue of fairness, and Gov. Christie will
not give up this fight.”
Christie signed New Jersey’s sportsbetting law in 2012, after a question
on the issue passed in a referendum
in 2011. The state wrote regulations,
but a federal judge in Trenton, N.J.,
blocked the state from implementing
them in February by ruling in favor

of the NCAA and four major sports
leagues.
The NCAA has said that the spread
of legalized betting would undermine
the integrity of athletic competition.
The case has national implications.
“This was being watched throughout the casino industry nationwide
and by political leaders in many other
states” where expanded gambling is
under consideration, said Joseph S.
Weinert, an executive vice president
at Spectrum Gaming Group, a consulting firm in Linwood, N.J. “Sports
betting would have been a potential
avenue for them.”
The key for Atlantic City would not
be the sports betting itself, which is
only marginally profitable.
“The real significance of this is to
get people in the door so that they are
staying there, eating there, so they are
shopping there and going to shows
there,” said Lloyd D. Levenson, chief
executive of Atlantic City law firm
Cooper Levenson and chairman of its
casino law group.
For years, Atlantic City has been
losing gamblers to Pennsylvania, New
York and Maryland, as those states
legalized or expanded gambling.
Through August, Atlantic City casinos won $1.77 billion from gamblers,
down 9 percent from the same period
last year.
There’s no guarantee that the U.S.
Supreme Court will accept an appeal,
but a lawyer said the case might make
the cut.
“In a case of this magnitude, when
you have a judge who disagrees with
the panel’s decision, it certainly
may make the Supreme Court more

page designed and edited by SAMUEL SPECIALE | speciale@marshall.edu

See GAMBLING | Page 5

MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
In the wake of the National Security Agency spying scandal, the
American Civil Liberties Union
shifted attention Tuesday to the
FBI with a report that described the
bureau as a secret domestic intelligence agency.
The report says that changes
in law and policy since 9/11 have
allowed the FBI to expand its intelligence-gathering and investigative
authorities, infringe on Americans’
privacy and evade constitutional
oversight.
The report lauded the FBI for
protecting the United States from
criminals, terrorists and hostile foreign agents, but it said the bureau
also has “regularly overstepped
the law, infringing on Americans’
constitutional rights while overzealously pursuing its domestic
security mission.”
Titled “Unleashed and Unaccountable: The FBI’s Unchecked
Abuse of Authority,” the report
makes 15 recommendations for
changes at the bureau. The group
released it in hopes that the new
leadership would respond to calls
for evaluation and reform.
“The FBI’s role in our society has
drastically changed over the past
dozen years,” said Michael German, ACLU senior policy counsel
and a former FBI agent. “It’s long
past time for Congress to conduct a
public examination of how they’re
utilized and reform the FBI to protect Americans’ rights and protect
their security.”
Christopher Allen, an FBI spokesman, declined to comment on the
report.
The report cites the 2008 Attorney General’s Guidelines, which
allowed for investigations called
assessments that require no factual predicate and may include
searches through commercial or
government databases and tasking
informants to gather information
about individuals.
Developing technologies have enabled the FBI to collect and analyze

See FBI | Page 5

Corrections
An article about the Alabama
church bombing in the Tuesday,
Sept. 17 edition of The Parthenon said the John Deaver Drinko
Library would host a ceremony
for the victims Thursday, Sept.
19. The event actually happened
Thursday, Sept. 12.
In the same issue on page
six, Bernie Elliot’s date of death
was listed as Monday. He died
Sunday.
The Parthenon is committed
to accurate reporting. If for any
reason there is doubt about any
of our printed or online content,
please email us at parthenon@
marshall.edu and we will make
the appropriate correction.
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Volleyball seniors set example for team
By TAYLOR KIRCHWEHM

THE PARTHENON
Seniors Laura Der, Dorothy
Rahal and Sacha Byous-McConnell lead the Marshall volleyball
team. Each come from different
volleyball backgrounds but together lead and set the example
for the team.
Der began playing volleyball
at the very “old” age of 14 years
unlike many of the girls in her
club who could begin as young
as 3 years old. The senior said
she is glad she began when
she did so she could maintain
the same love for the game
throughout her career.
“I didn’t start playing until I
was 14, which is kind of good
because a lot of girls got burnt
out on it then and went to college for a year and decided they
were just done,” Der said. “I’ve
been able to play all four years
and still love the game.”
Volleyball wasn’t always a
first choice for senior Dorothy
Rahal who said she did not
make the switch to volleyball
until halfway through high
school.
“I was a big tennis player
all through my life up until
my sophomore year of high
school,” Rahal said. “I for sure
thought tennis was my ticket
anywhere, and then I just kind
of fell in love with more of the
team atmosphere of volleyball
that’s what kind of made me
transfer over.”
Most kids growing up give
every sport a try and see which
one they end up liking the most.
Sacha Byous-McConnell is no
exception and said she tested

every sport until finally finding
volleyball.
“When I was younger, my
mom noticed I was taller than
all the other kids and she said
I had to be active, so I literally
tried every other sport,” ByousMcConnell said. “I tried tennis,
but I could only serve the ball,
not receive it. I tried soccer
but I didn’t like to run so soccer was out. Then volleyball
was the last sport I tried, and I
picked up the ball and I loved it
and I haven’t put it down since.”
For these seniors, their days
playing in a Marshall uniform
are dwindling. As each day
passes, Der says she is playing
every day like it is her last.
“I am a senior and that locker
in the locker room isn’t going to
be mine in December so right
now it’s all about making those
days count,” Der said.
Not only is Der competing every day she has left to
her fullest, but also said she is
trying to convey the same importance and desperation to
her teammates.
“Coach talked about it at the
beginning of the year, how for
the freshmen coming in they
are talking about how this is
day 20 or this is day 30, and I’m
looking at it as I have 80 days
left,” Der said. “It’s just having that sense of urgency as a
senior leader and trying to convey that sense of urgency to my
teammates.”
Rahal said her duties as a senior are clear-cut — to bring
home a victory.

See VBALL | Page 5
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Senior setter Sammie Bane (9) sets a ball for senior outside hitter Sacha Byous-McConnell during the Thunder Invitational Sunday, Sept. 15 in the
Cam Henderson Center.

Construction underway on
next step of Vision Campaign

COURTESY OF MARSHALL ATHLETICS

By MICHAEL CIRCLE

THE PARTHENON
The first steel beams of many
were raised Tuesday to signal
the coming of the new Indoor
Athletics Facility, the latest endeavor of Marshall University
Athletics’ Vision Campaign. Rising 21 to 25 feet higher than
the Joan C. Edwards Stadium,
the practice facility will house
athletic equipment and sports
medicine services for all of
Marshall’s athletic programs.
“(The facility) will be beneficial to every student athlete,
not just football or basketball
players,” David Steele, associate
director of athletics said. “It’s
going to be a great addition.”
The facility is part of a $20
million campaign that includes
the new soccer complex. The
funding for this vision does not
come from student tuition or
state funding, but from private
donors, including former NFL
quarterback Chad Pennington
and NBA coach Mike D’Antoni,
and ticket revenue from

football and basketball games.
According to Athletic Director Mike Hamrick, the Vision
Campaign started three years
ago and is expected to reach its
monetary goal within the next
six months.
“This campaign has been
created to enhance sports
medicine and establish both
academic and athletic centers of excellence,” Hamrick
said. “That includes an indoor practice facility with
an NCAA approved track, a
soccer stadium complex, a
Sports Medicine Translational
Research Center and a StudentAthlete Academic Center.”
The facility will also include
a Hall of Fame atrium, which
will be the shared entrance to
the three sections of the building. The atrium will serve as
a reminder of the academic
and athletic excellence of past
student-athletes.
Along with a 120-yard practice football field, the practice
facility will house a six-lane

Men’s golf wins for
first time since 2000
HERDZONE.COM
For the first time in 13
years, Marshall men’s golf
finished first overall, winning
the 13th annual John Piper
Intercollegiate in Bowling
Green, Ohio, Tuesday. Sophomore Logan Lagodich led the
way for the Thundering Herd
with a team-low three-round
score of 215.
The last time the Herd finished first was in 2000 at the
Kingsmill Invitational in Williamsburg, Va.
“I’m really happy for our
kids,” coach Matt Grobe said.
“They played so hard today. They really focused and
played well all day. The course
played really tough today, but
the guys kept fighting right to
the end.”
Entering Day Two, the Herd
was in perfect position to win
in it all, tied with Valparaiso
after the first two rounds at
Stone Ridge Golf Club. The
squad shot a one-over-par
289 in the final round of the
tournament to finish with a
three-stroke advantage for a
total of 866. Valparaiso kept
the Herd on its toes with an
869, while Wisconsin-Green
Bay was close behind with a
team total of 870.
“It was really exciting to
come down the stretch and
have our kids make some

clutch putts and shots to get
the win,” Grobe said.
Marshall finished the day
with three top ten finishes.
Lagodich went into the final
day with a one-stroke lead
in first and finished the John
Piper Invitational in a tie for
third. In the last 18 holes, he
shot a 76 to total his threeround-score to 215, the
team’s lowest score.
Senior Brian Anania maintained his consistency into
the Round Three of the tournament, shooting 1-over 73,
as he did in the second round
to push him into a seventh
place tie. Freshman Clark
Robinson ended in a tie for
10th after a four-stroke improvement from Day One, in
which he ended in a tie for
16th. Robinson, who shot
two rounds of 2-over 74 on
Monday, shot a 2-under 70 in
Round Three.
The John Piper Intercollegiate featured participants
in multiple NCAA divisions,
and for this reason tournament results are separated
into appropriate divisions of
competition.
The squad will have more
than a week to prepare for its
next fall tournament, traveling to Lorton, Va. to compete
in the Patriot Intercollegiate
for the first time Sept. 28-29.

MICHAEL CIRCLE | THE PARTHENON

TOP: Graphic of what the new indoor practice facility and accompanying
aspects of the Vision Campaign will look like after completion.
BOTTOM: A crane lifts the first beams of the indoor practice facility.
track and a complex netting
system to allow full-fledged
practice of baseball, softball
and golf. The new facility will
also create a safe practice

page designed and edited by WILL VANCE | vance162@marshall.edu

environment, free from storm
cancellations and portable tennis courts for indoor matches.

See VISION | Page 5
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EDITORIAL

Shift in Internet access marks change in our times
A recent study by the Pew Internet
& American Life Project found that the
number of Americans using their cell
phones to access the Internet has doubled from 31 to 63 percent since 2009
when Pew first began tracking Internet
and cell phone usage.
These people, identified as “cell Internet users,” include those who use their
phones to access the Internet for such
purposes as surfing the web or checking
their email.
The study also said 91 percent of
Americans own a mobile device. This
means that more than half of all Americans go online using a cell phone. To add
to that, 56 percent of American adults
own smartphones.
Not surprisingly, young adults, ages
18-29, are the mostly likely to go online
using a mobile device.

By looking at all the data, there’s an
apparent shift in the way we use our
technology. Furthermore, how we’ll use
it in the future. By using a cell phone,
smartphones in particular, we have the
ability to retrieve or share almost all of
the same information we would by using a desktop or laptop computer. Does
this mean that those devices are on their
way to becoming obsolete? Probably not,
but the way we use them will certainly
change.
When it comes to cell phones, Apple’s
tagline, “There’s an app for that,” is not
only true, it’s making it easier for us to
rely on our handheld devices. Not only
can we check our email, but we can also
navigate with GPS, manage our bank
accounts and organize our day-to-day
schedules.
Cell phone makers are aware of the

country’s dependency on their mobile
devices and have answered this by improving the quality of the displays and
the size of the screens to better fit these
new needs.
So again, what does this mean for
desktop and laptop computers? For the
time being, their importance in our society is still strong. The amount of work
businesses, organizations and colleges
use them for makes them vital.
As for the home computer, it’s already
shifting to that of a gaming device, which
redefines its purpose and gives it new
life, and gives developers a new way to
market these products.
It will be interesting to see Pew’s research results in another four years and
just where traditional means of Internet
access fall on the spectrum because the
times are definitely changing.

MCT CAMPUS

EDITORIAL

Policy privacy on the Internet and Facebook
THE SEATTLE TIMES (MCT)
As a good rule of thumb, assume any
information posted on social media
will be harvested like a veal calf headed
for sale on a digital town square.
Last week, the Federal Trade Commission reminded us all of that pipeline
in announcing it was looking into Facebook’s new privacy policies.
Those polices — unveiled just before
Labor Day weekend, when presumably
few would be paying attention — made
clear that Facebook considers signing
up for its service is de-facto consent to
resell users’ data to advertisers.
The FTC, on the other hand, considers
that a potential breach of a 2011 regulatory agreement, which requires Facebook

to get explicit consent from users. Facebook, which has a troubling record of
eroding privacy standards, looks like it
tried to slip one past consumers.
Thank goodness someone is looking,
because the vast majority of consumers are not. The boilerplate legalese
of online contracts is scrolled past, in
search of the quick “Agree” button.
Facebook isn’t alone. Since 2011,
Google, MySpace and Path socialnetworking sites all have settled FTC
charges that the companies duped consumers regarding privacy policies.
A digital thumbprint is easily left but
nearly impossible to erase.
It will get even more difficult to erase
with advances in facial-recognition

software, which suggest a future in
which embarrassing “selfie” photos are
instantly matched to LinkedIn business
profiles and Facebook “likes” for lingerie manufacturers.
In a Slate essay, writer Amy Webb
described her aversion to posting any
pictures of her child. Doing so, Webb
argues, “is essentially robbing her of a
digital adulthood that’s free of bias and
presupposition.”
That future is hypothetical. Facebook,
and other social-media companies, can
ensure a present modicum of privacy.
Signing up for a Facebook account is
not an invitation to harvest our lives
for sale on the town square of digital
advertising.
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Online Polls

YOU CAN BE HERD
Do you plan to participate in any of
the events for Constitution Week?

Which Marshall Artists Series event
are you most excited for?

Yes
No
What is Constitution Week?

Jason Mraz
Bill Burr
Fall Film Festival

50%
30%
20%

Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.

EDITORIAL

A new rampage
resumes gun issues
RALEIGH (N.C.) NEWS &
OBSERVER (MCT)
Another day in America and
another mass shooting. This
time, at least one gunman
armed with three firearms
killed 12 people and wounded
others at the Washington Navy
Yard. The gunman also was
killed.
Now comes the ritual with
which Americans are too
familiar: an explosion of media coverage exploring what
happened and telling the
story of the alleged shooter
— identified as Aaron
Alexis, a 34-year-old Navy
veteran — and what might
have motivated him. Then
comes another round in the
debate over gun control in a
nation armed to the teeth, a
nation seemingly incapable
of keeping a few of those
weapons from people who
are mentally unstable and
bent on a bizarre crusade of
vengeance against innocent
people.
This time, though, the pattern of mass shootings has
taken a symbolic turn. The
shots on Monday erupted just
blocks from the Capitol where
the National Rifle Association
has managed to block bills
proposing significant changes
in the nation’s gun laws. And it
comes just days after the gun
rights movement in Colorado
— a state that has endured a
high school slaughter in Columbine and a movie audience
raked with gunfire in Aurora
— successfully recalled from
office two state senators who
backed a successful effort to
strengthen gun laws.
The resistance to gun
control is driven by a combination of money from U.S. gun
manufacturers and a fervent
belief among some gun owners that assault-style rifles
and easily obtained handguns
increase the safety of American citizens. But two of the
recent mass shootings, one at
Fort Hood in Texas and Monday’s event, took place within
military facilities where there
was no shortage of guns. The

area that was targeted by the
Navy Yard gunman was part
of the headquarters for Naval Sea Systems Command.
About 3,000 people work
at the headquarters, many
of them civilians, but there
were armed guards and military personnel authorized to
carry weapons.
The aspect of an attack on
military personnel was on the
mind of U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell, the Senate minority
leader who successfully led
efforts to block new gun laws
in April. He said in a statement
that, “The men and women in
our military courageously put
their lives on the line in many
dangerous places around the
world. It’s painful for all of us
to think about them having
to worry about their safety
when they come home, too.”
Now the shootings have
come home, or nearly so, to
Congress and the lawmakers
who do the will of the NRA.
The Senate and its adjacent
office buildings were locked
down Monday.
But there is little reason
to hope that the proximity of
America’s latest mass murder will change the minds of
enough lawmakers to make
a difference. If the carnage
at Sandy Hook with its toll
of six adults and 20 firstgraders was not enough, this
won’t be, either. Some new
laws strengthening gun control passed in Democratically
controlled states after Sandy
Hook, but some Republicancontrolled states — including
North Carolina — instead
relaxed limits on guns and
where they can be carried.
Perversely, the Navy Yard
shootings likely will bring
another wave of gun purchases by people who fear
that something might now
be done about easy access
to high-powered weapons.
They need not run out to buy
guns. Monday was a terrifying day in a corner of
the nation’s capital, but it
was also just another day in
America.

GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They
must be saved in Microsoft
Word and sent as an attachment. Longer letters may be
used as guest columns at the
editor’s discretion. Guest column status will not be given at
the author’s request. All letters
must be signed and include an
address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.marshallparthenon.com, can be
printed at the discretion of the
editors.
The opinions expressed in
the columns and letters do
not necessarily represent the
views of The Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@
marshall.edu. Please keep
in mind, letters are printed
based on timeliness, newsworthiness and space.
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D.C. gunman reportedly heard voices, had checkered past
By KEVIN G. HALL

MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON
BUREAU (MCT)
A day after a bloody rampage
at the Washington Navy Yard left
13 dead in the nation's capital,
troubling new details emerged
Tuesday about the psychological state of gunman Aaron
Alexis and why his life appeared
to have suddenly unraveled.
Among the revelations: Alexis
legally purchased a Remington
870 12-gauge shotgun Saturday,
two days before the shooting, in
Lorton, Va. A new police report
said Alexis was hearing voices,
and Navy officials said the former Navy reservist had at least
five military infractions.

Alexis apparently passed all
the background checks required
in Virginia to buy the weapon.
That raised new questions because of two prior arrests for
gun-related incidents in the
states of Washington and Texas
and, more importantly, what appears to have been a psychotic
break little more than a month
before the killings.
An Aug. 7 police report from
the Newport Police Department
in Rhode Island that was released Tuesday afternoon said
officers were dispatched to a
Marriott hotel for a harassment
report from Alexis. When they
spoke to him, he explained that
he'd been in an argument before

boarding a flight from Virginia
and that two men and a woman
were sent to follow him and
"and keep him awake by talking
to him and sending vibrations
into his body."
The report said Alexis said he
"first heard them talking to him
through a wall while at the Residence Inn." It said he'd switched
to a hotel at a naval base before
taking a room at the Marriott,
where the voices were coming
through the floor and ceiling,
and that individuals who he
feared would harm him were
using "some sort of microwave
machine" to send vibrations.
The officer's report said
the naval station police were

notified and local police were
advised that there would
be a follow-up to determine
whether Alexis, a reservist until 2011, was actually a defense
contractor.
The newly released police
report raises questions about
what happened to that information. His employer, defense
subcontractor The Experts, issued a statement Tuesday that
said Alexis worked for the firm
for six months. The company
subcontracted with computing giant Hewlett-Packard and
Alexis underwent two routine
background checks plus two
more comprehensive reviews
to obtain secret-level clearance

VISION

Continued from Page 3
“We’ve been waiting for a while,”
football head coach Doc Holiday
said. “We are very excited to see it
go up.”
The 14,000 square-foot StudentAthlete Academic Center will give
athletes a place to study or do
homework with top-of-the line
computers and plenty of space to
stay focused.
As the 20,000 square-foot Sports
Medicine Translational Research
Center opens, athletes and trainers
will gain access to technologically
advanced equipment used to better
diagnose and treat sports injuries
and research the most effective
methods to get the players back on
the fields and courts.
The entrance will also house
an area where donors will be recognized for making the facility
possible.
“Our supporters have responded
very well,” Hamrick said. “We’re
getting close to our goal and I can’t
be more thrilled with where we’re
at.”
Michael Circle can be contacted at circle@marshall.edu.

VBALL

Continued from Page 3
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SHOOTING

Continued from Page 2
“It’s unconscionable that
we sit by and do nothing
in Washington as 6,000
people have died across the
country since Newtown, 13
more yesterday,” added Sen.
Chris Murphy, D-Conn.
Murphy will be joined
Wednesday by families
of victims of the Sandy

TREATIES

Hook Elementary School
massacre and other mass
shootings to push for new
background
check
legislation. The event was
scheduled before Monday’s
shooting, to coincide with
the nine-month anniversary of the shooting.
“There were a number

of families I heard from in
Newtown that said yesterday brought them back to
that day in the firehouse,”
Murphy said. “People in
Newtown shake their heads
when they see another
shooting and further potential indifference from
Congress.”

Continued from Page 2
Until the Prussian treaty,
what few restraints there were
on warfare had come from religious edicts or self-protective
prudence — combatants each
avoiding the killings of prisoners of war in hopes that
the enemy would hold back
too. Some agreements were
made only for a current war: In
1675, France and the Holy Roman Empire, already fighting,
agreed not to use bullets that
were poisoned or shaped to do
more than the usual damage.
It was meant to last through
the rest of the conflict, but it
wasn’t intended to set a continuing norm.
Franklin’s article in the
Prussian-American treaty was
something new. It’s true that
it involved only two countries,
but he wanted such norms to

“It’s simple when you’re a
senior your responsibilities
are that your team wins or that
your teams comes together
enough to win,” Rahal said.
All three of these senior
ladies share a common leadership task on the team as they
serve as role models for the
new players and veterans.
“Laura Der is the most vocal between me and Dorothy,”
Byous-McConnell said. “So me
and Dorothy just go out there
and play and try to just be an
example and have a positive attitude, and hopefully the team
follows with us.”
The Herd will compete in the
Michigan Invitational Friday
and Saturday before beginning
conference play.
Taylor Kirchwehm can be
contacted at kirchwehm@
marshall.edu.

RATES

Continued from Page 1
be widely accepted as the “law
of nations.”
This was to come. The 1899
Hague Convention saw 23
states banning, among other
evils, projectiles containing asphyxiating gases. The
modern example — the 1993
convention prohibiting chemical weapons — now has 191
signatories, with Syria announcing on Thursday that it
would join the list.
Should diplomacy fail, action against Syria would be
a symbolic message that the
world abhors chemical attacks. To make such messages
legitimate, the world must express its attitude beforehand
by agreeing to bans on certain
conduct and weapons.
Despite Franklin’s example,
America has not always led the

way. Although the U.S. signed
the chemical weapons treaty,
it is among the minority of
countries refusing to ratify
conventions against land
mines, cluster munitions and
nuclear tests. It has opposed
stronger international restrictions on incendiary weapons
and provisions for monitoring
biological weapons.
Some see George Washington and other founders as
wanting an isolationist foreign policy. Indeed, they were
wary of political or military
alliances with other states.
But they also pioneered an international agreement on the
conduct of war. Such treaties
fit American values. They are
part of the country’s heritage,
in line with the aspirations of
the founders.
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Cass Messenger, a junior nursing major from Bridgeport, W.Va.,
was unaware of the interest rate
change until she overheard conversations about it on campus.
“I think the change in the law
is a good thing,” Messenger said.
“Students will pay less interest in
the long run and that is important because they use the loans
to pay for their schooling. Some
students may be discouraged to
take out loans for school causing
them to not go, if they know they
will have to pay a large sum back
in interest after they graduate.”
Prior to the passing of the bill,
interest rates for loans were at a
fixed rate of 6.8 percent until the
plan expired and a new law was
adopted.
Alyssa Simon can be contacted at simon26@marshall.
edu.

from the Defense Department.
"The latest background check
and security clearance confirmation were in late June of 2013
and revealed no issues other
than one minor traffic violation," the company said.
The Navy announced Tuesday
that it was conducting a review
of its security clearance procedures. A senior Pentagon official
confirmed that Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel would order a
review of physical security and
access at all Defense Department installations worldwide.
"The secretary is collecting
input from senior leaders today to define the parameters
of this review," the official said,

FBI

requesting anonymity in order
to speak freely and noting that
a formal announcement could
come as soon as Wednesday.
Law enforcement officials
provided a new timeline
Tuesday of the shooting
spree, revealing for the first
time that the alleged gunman
had legally purchased a shotgun used in the attacks from
a gun shop in Lorton, just
outside the District of Columbia. The shop's legal counsel,
J. Michael Slocum, provided
a statement to McClatchy
confirming that Alexis had
bought a shotgun there less
than 48 hours before the
rampage.

Continued from Page 2
vast amounts of information
about
countless
Americans without any suspicion of wrongdoing, the report
says.
“Protecting
law-abiding
citizens is really the concern
here,” said Elizabeth Goitein,
the co-director of the Liberty
and National Security Program at the Brennan Center
for Justice. “Once upon a time,
before 9/11, the government
could not go collecting information about Americans
unless it had fact-based reason. That principle has fallen
to the wayside.”
Despite expanded intelligence programs, including
mapping Muslim and other
ethnic communities, spying
on political activists and collecting phone records, there’s
little proof that the FBI’s efforts have made the country

GAMBLING

safer, the report says, citing
the Boston Marathon bombing last April as an example.
The FBI interviewed one of
the suspects, Tamerlan Tsarnaev, in 2011. He was killed in
a gun battle with police days
after the bombing.
The report says the secrecy surrounding the FBI
has prevented constitutional oversight and that
its exemption from the
Whistle-blower Protection
Act has suppressed internal
accountability.
“We want to give everyone an opportunity to see
where we are,” German said.
“We shouldn’t be reliant on
leaks of classified documents
rather than a constitutional
mechanism working to give
the public the information
they need to make decisions
about these authorities.”

Continued from Page 2
interested in the case,” said
Christopher L. Soriano, an associate in the Cherry Hill, N.J.,
office of Duane Morris LLP.
Another possible path to the
legalization of sports gambling
in New Jersey runs through
Congress.
U.S. Reps. Frank LoBiondo,
R-N.J., and Frank Pallone Jr., DN.J., are pushing two bills that
would amend the Professional

and Amateur Sports Protection Act. One bill would add
New Jersey to the list of states
allowed to have sports wagering, while the other would
open a four-year window during which any state could enact
sports-betting legislation.
In a joint statement Tuesday,
LoBiondo and Pallone said the
Third Circuit decision reinforced their legislative efforts.
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EDITORS’ PICKS | TOP TEN PLACES TO NEVER CYCLE
1. Steel of West Virginia

6. 28th Street

2. Kuwait

7. Shark-infested waters

3. Snake pit with Indiana Jones

8. Fourth Avenue

4. "It's a Small World" ride

9. Mount Everest

5. The Arctic

10. Forbidden Forest
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WHAT WE HAVE DONE FOR OURSELVES
ALONE DIES WITH US. WHAT WE HAVE
DONE FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD
REMAINS AND IS IMMORTAL.

”

– ALBERT PIKE

PI KAPPA PHI MEMBER CYCLES FOR HOPE
By ANDREA STEELE

THE PARTHENON
A typical summer for a college student may consist of
going to the beach, partying or
staying home and working. For
Marshall University student
Zachary Morris, senior public
relations major from Charleston, W.Va., summer consisted
of cycling 4,000 miles across
America.
This 61-day journey from
Long Beach, Calif. to Washington, D.C. was the Journey of
Hope.
Morris is a member of the
fraternity Pi Kappa Phi. He
joined the fraternity because it
operates its own philanthropy,
Push America, a nonprofit organization that works with
individual chapters to serve
those who are disabled.
Pi Kappa Phi is a unique fraternity because they are the
only fraternal organization
that owns and operates its
own organization. Push America was organized in 1977, and
the Journey of Hope began in
1987.
Chapters across the country
participate in events all year
to fundraise for Push America,
and all the money raised is
redistributed in the form of
grants to organizations across
America that provide care for
the disabled.
“Working with people with
disabilities was a passion of
mine from high school,” Morris
said.
Morris heard of the Journey
of Hope in the past, but never

saw it as an attainable goal for
himself.
However, while attending a
conference for his fraternity
in January 2012, Morris heard
testimonials from those who
have completed the Journey of
Hope, and the idea of participating himself began to seem
possible.
“I had no idea that what I was
getting into would change my
life for the better,” Morris said.
He talked to his parents
about the opportunity and
started to make plans to begin
his journey.
Morris participated in the
summer of 2012 as a crewmember. His title was public
relations coordinator for his
route, and his job was to update social media of the group’s
progress.
There are three routes
on the Journey of Hope: the
north, the south and the
trans-America route, which is
the route Morris took his first
year.
Morris said that being on
crew is a selfless job, but
it was the most fulfilling
and rewarding experience
to
accomplish
traveling
across the country with his
brothers.
“There’s
something
extremely special about spending
60 some days with fraternity
brothers on the road across the
country,” Morris said. “We’re
all brothers from the same
fraternity, just from different
chapters across the nation.”
His
team
specifically

represented more than 20
states and schools.
Morris knew he wanted
to continue participating in
the Journey of Hope. Morris
decided to sign up to cycle
across the country in 2013
instead of working behind the
scenes.

“

to reenergize before continuing
on their journey.
Morris recalls his most difficult
day being day two of the journey.
“It was a 70 or 80 mile day,
which at that point was the
most I had cycled, so it was remarkable for me to make that,”
Morris said.

I had no idea that
what I was getting
into would change
my life for the better.
– ZACHARY MORRIS

To participate in the Journey
of Hope participants must raise
their own funds. To work as
a crewmember, Morris raised
$2,500, and to be a cyclist he
raised $5,000 through personal
contributions from people he
knew.
This time, Morris chose to
take the south route, which
covered 3,700 miles. Morris
and the other cyclists stayed
in high school gyms, YMCA’s,
community churches and centers. Occasionally the team
was able to stay in a hotel, a
luxury after sleeping on air
mattresses.
The average distance cyclists
rode a day was about 80 miles.
The shortest cycling days were
about 30 miles and the longest
nearly 140 miles.
Support vehicles set up almost every 10 miles provided
food and water for the cyclists

”

Cyclists had to climb a six
to eight percent grade for two
miles, which on a bike is extremely miserable, Morris said.
“We had a cycling coach with
us for the first couple days and
he ended up literally pushing
us up the mountain in order to
get to the next town in time,” he
said.
The Journey of Hope is
unique because while on
the journey, cyclists and
team members stop in each
city with organizations that
receive grants from Push
America.
“It’s a great way to meet
those who benefit from the
money that chapters across the
country have fundraised,” Morris said.
Events in the cities included
dancing at a friendship visit
with groups associated with
the cause, playing a game of

wheelchair basketball and
performing puppet shows
to educate children on the
abilities of people with
disabilities.
The journey provided
Morris with many new
experiences. He visited Yellowstone National Park for
the first time in 2012, and in
2013, he attended his first
major league baseball game.
“I got to try alligator and
other home-style, southern
cooking on the journey,” he said.
After partaking in the Journey of Hope for the past two
summers, Morris uses his experiences to better acquaint
people with what Push America does for people.
Collectively, the Journey
of Hope raises more than
$500,000 annually, and all
proceeds go toward funding
organizations that help those
with disabilities.
Morris says he can eventually
see himself participating in the
journey for a third summer. His
goal is try his hand at being a
project manager.
“If I go a third time, I’d have
to triple crown it and do the
role I haven’t played and the
route that I haven’t done,” he
said.
Aside from the Journey of
Hope, Push America sponsors
other events that Pi Kappa
Phi members are involved in
such as Geer up Florida and
Build America.
Andrea Steele can be contacted at steele98@marshall.
edu.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

LEFT: Zachary Morris poses in
front of a "Welcome to South
Carolina" sign while cycling
in the Journey of Hope with
Push America. The 3,700
mile route starts in Long
Beach, Calif., and ends in
Washington, D.C.

CENTER: Morris and other
members of the Pi Kappa
Phi fraternity convene in
Washington, D.C. at the
end of their 61-day journey
across the country.
RIGHT: Morris poses with
Kevin and Hayley after a
baseball game at Children's
Miracle League. Journey for
Hope provides Pi Kappa Phi
members the opportunity to
meet and interact with those
benefitting from the efforts
of Push America.

SHOCKACON BRINGS HORROR TO CHARLESTON
By TANYA ABBETT

ARTWORK BY CHRIS HUFFMAN

Designs by artists such as Chris Huffman, junior graphic design major,
are available for purchase at Shockacon in Charleston, W.Va., Sept. 20-22.

THE PARTHENON
Shockacon, a horror and scifi convention, will take place in
Charleston, Friday through Sunday at the Haunted Barn and
Kanawha Players Theater.
People who attend the
convention will have the opportunity to meet horror and
sci-fi celebrities. Vendors will
have T-shirts, posters, DVDs,
masks,
Halloween-related
goods and many other souvenirs for sale. Movie screenings,
guest speakers, panels, demonstrations and live music will
also be a part of the convention weekend.
Chris
Huffman,
junior
graphic design major, will
have a booth at the convention
where he will sell prints of his

artwork, T-shirts and one-inch
buttons with his design group,
Doomsday Designs.
“The ability to show your
artwork to a mass amount
of people is one of the good
things about conventions like
Shockacon,” Huffman said.
“It’s good for local artists to
get the chance to show their
work and what they can do. In
our area, there aren’t as many
opportunities for artists to
sell their work at conventions.
Usually, we have to drive to
bigger cities, like Columbus.”
Madeline Grant, sophomore
photography major, said she
loves attending conventions
and appreciates the social
opportunity.
“Conventions are a ton of
fun, and everyone has their
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own reasons for going,” Grant
said. “Personally, I go because
I like meeting people with
common interests. At conventions, no one looks at you
silly for your obsessions, your
TARDIS that is built exactly to
scale or your collections that
seem to build up a little every
day.”
The convention will start
at 4 p.m. Friday with events
scheduled until 9 p.m. Saturday. The final day of the
convention will begin Sunday
at noon and end at 4 p.m.
A three-day pass is $30,
or $40 with a ticket for the
Haunted Barn Haunt.
A one-day pass on Friday
or Saturday is $15. A one-day
pass on Sunday is $10. Oneday passes include convention

entry, general event entry,
concert entry and entry for
most demonstrations.
VIP passes are $100. The
VIP pass includes early entry for all convention days, a
T-shirt, line-skip privileges,
a Haunted Barn Haunt ticket
and a gift bag.
Workshop tickets can only
be purchased separately. Tickets can be purchased online or
at the convention.
Shockacon is a family
event, with the exception of
some movie screenings and
after-parties. Children under
10 will receive free admission if accompanied by an
adult.
Tanya Abbett can be contacted at abbett@marshall.
edu.

